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TRIBUTE TO NORM LOVELACE

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD
OF GUAM

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2001

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to commend and congratulate a good
friend and advocate of Guam and the Pacific
Islands, Norm Lovelace, on his distinguished
career and his well-earned retirement.

Currently the manager of the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency Pacific Insular Area
Programs, Norm initially joined the EPA in
1972. At the time, he was tasked to develop,
validate and utilize mathematical models for
water quality, phytoplankton and hydraulics of
the Chesapeake Bay and the Potomac River
for the EPA’s Region 3 Annapolis Field Office.

Prior to his stint at the EPA, Norm was em-
ployed by the California Department of Water
Resources. From 1966 until 1969, he worked
on developing water quality and hydraulic
models of the Sacramento-San Joaquin delta.
Having obtained a degree in Civil Engineering
from the University of California at Davis in
1969, he went on to perform terrestrial and
oceanic geophysical surveys as a senior
watch officer aboard the NOAA Ship Surveyor
until 1972, when he joined the EPA.

Norm first got acquainted with Region 9 in
1979, upon obtaining a transfer to serve in
several capacities mainly focused on the
EPA’s program in the Pacific Basin. He was
the project officer for water programs on
Guam and the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands from 1975 until 1979. He went on to be
selected as Chief of Municipal Management
Section in the Water Division in 1979 where
he managed programs and projects for key
municipal areas such as San Francisco, Los
Angeles, Orange County, and San Diego. In
1981, he became the Chief of the Office of
Territorial Programs. Renamed Pacific Insular
Area Programs (PIAP) soon after he took
over, the office administered to all agency do-
mestic involvements in American Samoa, the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, and Guam. This is in addition to agency
interests in the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands, the Federated States of Micronesia, the
Republic of Palau as well as in U.S. posses-
sions such as Wake and Palmyra.

An advocate of the needs of the Pacific Is-
lands, Norm served as a spokesman and rep-
resentative—ensuring that national agencies
involved with the Pacific Islands were keenly
aware of the special circumstances and needs
of the region. He was instrumental in the de-
velopment and enactment of public laws which
adapted complex and cumbersome EPA pro-
grams to special circumstances and public
health needs of the Pacific Islands community.
Through his guidance, policies were refined,
funds were allocated, and changes were im-
plemented—all to the benefit of the region. For
Guam, Norm played a key role in obtaining full
delegation for the island’s Hazardous Waste
Management Program and Solid Waste Man-
agement Program. He was largely responsible
for the federal funds secured for the construc-
tion of a highly needed hazardous waste
transfer station currently in operation on
Guam.

For all his work and dedication, we, who
have been the beneficiaries of his hard work
and dedication, are most thankful. Upon his

retirement, I offer my congratulations for his
distinguished career and my personal com-
mendation for a job well-done. We wish him
the best on his well earned retirement and all
the luck in his future endeavors. Si Yu’os
Ma’ase, Norm.
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‘‘CAN DO’’ SPIRIT CONTINUES AS
45-YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELE-
BRATED

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2001

Mr. KANJORSKI Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to pay tribute to the Community
Area New Development Organization Inc. of
Greater Hazleton, Pennsylvania, better known
as CAN DO, on its 45th anniversary.

CAN DO is truly a remarkable organization.
It was formed in 1956, in a moment of dire
economic crisis for the Greater Hazleton area.
The area’s main industry, anthracite coal min-
ing, was already in rapid decline when Hurri-
cane Diane struck in 1955 and dumped sev-
eral feet of water on the area. This killed most
of the area’s coal industry by flooding the
deep mines and causing more than half of the
remaining coal workers to be laid off. Unem-
ployment reached almost 23 percent and
stayed there.

A group of local civic and business leaders
decided to take action. Working with the
Greater Hazleton Chamber of Commerce, and
led by respected physician Dr. Edgar L.
Dessen, they formed CAN DO to attract new
and diverse industries.

To purchase land they could market to new
businesses, they tapped the generosity of the
community, beginning with the Dime-A-Week
campaign under which workers contributed
$5.20 a year, and the Mile of Dimes cam-
paign, in which residents showed their support
by taping dimes along Broad Street—Hazle-
ton’s main thoroughfare.

After purchasing land, the next step was to
construct shell buildings, pre-built to be ready
for new industry. CAN DO’s organizers defied
doubters who said the group would never be
able to raise a half-million dollars in financially
strapped Greater Hazleton. They raised more
than $700,000.

Over the years, CAN DO has built on that
initial success, guided by a series of dedicated
community-minded citizens such as Dr.
Dessen and others too numerous to list here
from the founding era to the current leader-
ship, including Chairman Joseph M. DeBias
and President W. Kevin O’Donnell. CAN DO
has grown from a grass-roots effort to a na-
tionally recognized, award-winning leader in
the economic development field.

Its achievements include amassing more
than 270 industrial and office projects, more
than 21 million square feet of buildings worth
more than $534 million, almost $1.5 billion in
private investment, more than $5 million in
taxes generated for local municipalities and
school districts, more than $275 million in an-
nual payroll, and more than 11,000 current
jobs.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to call to the at-
tention of the House of Representatives the
many accomplishments that have flowed from
the ‘‘CAN DO’’ spirit of the founders of the

Community Area New Development Organiza-
tion, which is still reflected in its volunteers
and staff today. As the U.S. Representative for
the Greater Hazleton community, I am privi-
leged to work with such a dedicated organiza-
tion, and I wish them and the community con-
tinued success in the future.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO THOMAS
CONRAD

HON. MIKE ROGERS
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2001

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to Thomas Conrad for
his dedicated service to the town of Middle-
town, Michigan.

Thomas Conrad was born in Hoboken, New
Jersey and served his nation in the United
States Army during both war and peace time.
While in the Army during World War II, he
served in the 5th Army, 10th Division, and was
awarded the Purple Heart medal.

Soon after, he moved to Middletown, Michi-
gan and quickly adopted it as his hometown.
In Middletown, Thomas worked for the town-
ship Department of Public Works, the Housing
Authority, served as a lecturer for the Knights
of Columbus, and was a member of the
Kiwanis Club and the Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post No. 2179.

Thomas was an active member of his com-
munity but was probably most remembered for
helping those in need. He was a strong advo-
cate for senior citizens and worked hard to
see that each senior had access to quality
healthcare. He was active in the Irish Society
and ran the 50/50 booth at the St. Mary’s fair
each year.

In 1984, the Kiwanis Club of Middletown
named Thomas Man of the Year, and last
year he was awarded the Distinguished Serv-
ice Medal for his service during the war.

Thomas Conrad away passed on February
23 of this year at the age of 75. He will always
be remembered as a good hearted man who
was always willing to lend a hand to those in
need.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues
to join me in paying tribute to Thomas Conrad
for his exemplary service to his community
and his country.
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VIRGINIA KEY BEACH RESOURCE
STUDY BILL

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2001

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, Virginia
Key Beach in Miami, Florida is a historically
important and environmentally significant place
that should be restored and preserved. This is
why I have introduced a bill to study the pos-
sible inclusion of Virginia Key as part of the
National Park Service, and I ask my col-
leagues to support it.

H.R. 2109 would authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a special resource
study of Virginia Key Beach, Florida, for inclu-
sion in the National Park System.
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